
Chapter 7 

Analyzing qualitative research design 
 

 Research design: the overall framework and provisional plan for initiating 

and conducting the study. Part of a research proposal. 

 Research proposal: a written document that specifies the researcher’s 

course of action, usually for funding applications or institutional review and 

approval. 

 Three analytic principles are most applicable:condensing large amounts of 

data, noticing patterns in textural and visual materials and unifying 

seemingly different things. 

 Surprise, intrigue and disturbance can stimulate the proposed research 

topic. 

 The most important criterion for a topic choice is that researchers are 

passionate about what they wish to study. Tackling topics that are 

unfamiliar is key. 

 Focusing the study’s topic: 

-  a topic crystalizes when a researcher can answer the question what’s 

your research about?  

-  One common error beginning qualitative researchers make is 

conceptualizing a study with too broad a scope. A researcher must focus 

their lens .  

- Researchers must be realistic about how much they can reasonably 

accomplish given the parameters of available time, resources and 

accessibility to data. 

- The limitations  section towards the end of a report is a component 

that briefly discusses and discloses matters that were not addressed in 

the study, cautions about its findings generalizability to broader 

populations, any errors made during the research process, and so on. 

Some qualitative studies and reports do indeed have limitations, but we 

reconceptualize that our work also has parameters.  

 Writing the purpose statement:  

- A purpose statement formalizes the topic by addressing the what  of the 

research and sometimes the why  

-  the purpose statement serves as a focusing framework for an 

investigation that sums up in one sentence its primary research goal.  



- The general topic we selected is now refined even further and 

integrated into a statement that begins with: the purpose of this study 

is…  

- A purpose statement should include just enough to specificity to identify 

a focused topic, its methodology, its most likely participants and the 

suggested parameters of the study (time, place, etc...)  

Example: not the purpose of this study is to learn about the homelessness 

in Phoenix. 

But: the purpose of this case study is to document the experiences of a 

homeless family living temporarily in a Phoenix area shelter  

 Writing the rationale: 

- A study cannot be provided until a researcher investigates and analyzes 

what unpublished and published research currently exists.  

- Research should, in some way, make a contribution to the scholarship of 

a discipline and its thought and practice.  

- Rationale: A narrative that is one or two paragraphs long usually 

accompanies the purpose statement. Consists of: 

a-  an overview of the professional and personal motives driving the 

study. 

b- brief references to key search literature 

c- projected outcomes or benefits for the people involved. 

- Keep in mind that qualitative research inquiry is evolutionary by nature; 

thus, the purpose statement and the rationale can change slightly or 

greatly as inductive learnings accumulate when data are collected and 

analyzed. 

 Analyzing the literature  

- Literature review: it is a survey and analysis of previous research related 

to a topic, to assess its key authors and sources, what findings and 

theories have been developed, what lack of information or 

contradictory conclusions exist, and how one’s own study might be 

informed by and build on previous work. 

- include methodological and methods literature.  

- Metasummary, metasynthesis and meta-ethnography: these pieces 

have systematically culled and qualitatively analyzed multiple works 

about the same topic to find recurring themes or outcomes. (similar to 

meta-analysis) 



- Initial searches: list keywords or terms closely related to the topic and 

found within the problem statement and rationale.  

- Organizing and managing the literature 

- Consulting mentors, experts and peers:  

- Unifying the literature: the literature review is also an analytic synthesis 

of previous knowledge. Condense then unify different approaches to the 

same topic by analyzing its patterned yet multifaceted nature.  

FIRST: extract the study’s major findings or outcomes and data analytic 

methods. 

SECOND: examine the studies’ research design elements (research 

uestio s, # of pa ticipa ts, ethods of data collectio , etc…) you can 

also analyze the credibility and trustworthiness of a work. 

THIRD: unite the review by the reflecting on and writing answers to the 

question: after reading all those studies, what have I learned that will 

help me design and conduct my own research project?  

 

** researchers should keep searching for materials as their study continues, 

because they never know what new and relevant find could bring 

everything together 

 

 Research Questions  

- Development of the topic, purpose statement, rationale, methodology, 

and literature review might precede and stimulate a series of specific 

questions about the proposal.  

- New questions might emerge during fieldwork and data analysis.  

- Research questions can be constructed during any preliminary stage of 

the project, but it is recommended to have a working set developed 

before data collection begins.  

- Developing research questions: aside from the purpose statement and 

rationale as frames for a study, the central and related research 

questions are additional guidance for inquiry. Most research questions 

for qualitative studies begin in one of four ways: 

a-  what?  

  these questions get at descriptive identification of a phenomenon’s 

elements and the nature of states. 

b- How?  

  address human processes 



c- In what ways?  

 get at processes and categories of experience 

d- Why?  

 address attribution (reasons for outcomes) and the processes of 

causation. Some researchers are leery of thesequestions because they 

believe that attribution and causation cannot be reliably documented in 

the data we collect. Address human motives, purposes, reasons, 

circumstances, contexts, habits and traditions – answers the 5 Rs of 

inquiry: routines, rituals, rules, roles and relationships 

- Think of a central research question that connects related research 

questions around it  

- it is recommended to have 3-5 related questions for small scale studies. 

- Questions are best phrased as open-ended questions. 

- The book describes a technique of brainstorming and finding a large 

number of related research questions and then reflect on the questions 

and revise them into a preliminary set of questions for the study.  

- Researches might make discoveries about the topic or come across an 

opportunity to follow a different but related path, you can revise the 

questions you set as needed. 

 

 Site selection: 

-   The researcher sets the fieldwork at a location where participant action, 

reaction, and interaction can be best observed as people enact their 

routines, rituals, rules, roles and relationship with one another. 

- The researcher’s position as a peripheral, active, complete and/or covert 

observer enables them to perceive and interpret social life through 

various lenses, filters and angles. 

- We need permission to work in closed settings 

- Site selection is a component of research design when fieldwork is 

necessary to provide data and thus answers to the research questions. 

- Studies can be enriched when multiple methods are used to triangulate 

findings. 

 Participant selection 

-  the genre of research in particular plays a significant role in how many 

and who specifically become the people observed and/or interviewed. 



- Some methodologists prescribe a minimum number of participants 

ranging anywhere from 10-40 for selected genres such as grounded 

theory. 

- Some writers of sociological survey research advise a minimum of 200 

respondents to enable generalization of a finding to a broader 

population. 

- Phenomenology 10-30 people’s perceptions is better than 1 obviously. 

- Basically, it depends on how much you need to sufficiently answer your 

research questions with credibility. 

- Saturation: when the researcher senses that they have learned what 

they can from the participants – a feeling that nothing new is being 

learned. Example: researchers studied 234 respondents over several 

months but after the first 75 had been coded, the same types of 

responses appeared in the remaining 159. The researchers analyzed all 

the data but it was saturated about one third of the way through the 

data collection process. 

- Sampling: parameters and procedures used for selecting the specific 

people for the study. Sometimes we choose participants because of a 

unique opportunity, an i t igui g i dividual, g oup, site, etc… 

some studies call for a representative sample of a larger population by 

collecting data from a spectrum of individuals of varying ages, 

ethnicities, genders, and so on.  

there are times we choose readily available participants out of 

convenience, at other few occasions random sampling is appropriate 

(mixed-methods studies). 

 Data collection methods: 

- When a study’s purpose and questions focus on people’s experiences, 

perceptions, feelings, interpretations, values systems and so on, any 

data gathering method can help gather those insights but interviews will 

most likely be the more direct way of getting them. 

- When a study examines the pricess of social interaction and the 

dynamics of human relationships and culture – observation. 

- A combination of 2 or more types adds value by adding multiple 

dimensions to the analysis. 

- Grounded theory – usually relies on interviews 

- Traditional ethnography – depends on a wide array of data forms for 

documentation of a culture.  



- Mixed- methods/evaluation research: qualitative component + 

quantitative data base 

- Phenomenological: interviews 

- Content analysis: usually examines textual documents and visual and 

media materials.  

- Autoethnographies: isn’t always only reliant on memories, sometimes 

interview friends, colleagues, family or examine personal artifacts. 

  Data analysis methods: 

-   Grounded theory: coding cycles and analytic memos that guide the 

researcher toward a core category and theory development. 

-   Phenomenological: works towards the development of themes thought 

he how the researcher gets there depends on the methodology. 

(more info in chapters 9 and 10) 

- for research deign purposes, propose what you believe will be best 

suited for your study in terms of analytic outcomes, consisting of one or 

more of: major categories or concepts, primary themes, assertions, 

narratives, figures, statistics, theory, arts-based forms. 

 Presentation modes 

- The presentation format for research should be the one that best 

represents the genre and findings.  

- Grounded theory: most appropriate formats are standard journal article, 

poster presentation and/or conference paper 

- Ethnographies: journal article or chapter, yet range to a full-length book. 

- Autoenographies: academic journals, performative conference 

presentations. 

 Timeline design 

- From the research done by the authors of the book, 15-20% of the 

available time was spent on research design and preparation. 50-60% 

for fieldwork and data analysis and 20-25% for the final writing stage. 

- Plan ahead and allow a few more hours, days, weeks for unexpected 

contingencies. 

 Conceptual frameworks  

(this is the first thing addressed in most qualitative research design 

discussions but the book authors added it at the end of the chapter 

because it is usually the last thing that crystallizes in the mind during the 

preparatory research design stage) 

-  This is a sort of intellectual game plan for the study. A narrative that 



consists primarily of the epistemological, theoretical, and methodological 

premises about a project. 

-  it explains to readers the researcher’s assumptions about how knowledge 

is constructed, what major theories drive the study, and why a particular 

qualitative genre for the research design was selected. These concepts set 

in motion all other design decisions(questions, participant selection, data 

collection, analysis methods). 

- Epistemological premisesrefer to how the researcher perceives and 

experiences the social world and how they construct personal 

knowledge about it.  

- Theoreticalpremises offer the main ideas that serve as foundations for 

inquiry. 

- Methodological premises then present a rationale of sorts.  

- After the researcher explains who there are and what theories are 

important to them, they continue to describe why and how they are 

going to investigate the topic.  

- the report then explains why a specific research genre was chosen. For 

example, if culture is central part of a study, ethnography is chosen. 

- This stage of research design with some deep analytical thinking builds 

the framework for the study. 

- Some researchers use visual models to illustrate their conceptual 

frameworks. 

 

 

Notes: the conceptual framework part it a little difficult to understand 

without looking at the 2-page example in the book, look at it if you like 

(page 185)  

there is a page about the basic outline of the proposal, but I left it out 

because we have it as a separate document from dr. Reema.  

 

 

Done by: Yasmine Qwaider 


