
Chapter 10 –continued  

 

Theorizing  

Theory is a generalized statement with four main properties:-  

1. Predicts and controls actions through an If then logic  

2. Accounts for the Variation in empirical observation 

3. Explains why and how something happens by stating its causes 

4. Provides insight and guidance for improving social life 

Many solid theories contain just two of the properties listed above, the 

other two are often implied that’s why an accompanying narrative is 

necessary to unpack and describe condensed meaning of a rich theory  

Let's take an example of a theory and see how it will fulfil these 4 

properties: a sociologist want to discuss the question ''why there is misery 

in the world '' .To answer that question he stated one reason which is 

''inequality is largely the cause of crime in the society'' -< this is 

considered a theory  

 First property is fulfilled since the sociologist predicts that if there 

is inequality then there is crime (if then logic ) 

 2
nd

 property is fulfilled because in the setting of less social 

inequality we will have less crimes and the opposite is true 

(variation in empirical observation ) 

 3
rd

 property is fulfilled because its overtly stated in the theory that 

the cause of crimes is largely inequality (why and how something 

happens ) 

 4
th

 property is fulfilled because an insight is given in this theory in 

order to keep society safe by reducing crimes we need to eliminate 

inequality  

 

Elements of a theory  

A theory must contain at least two primary elements most likely phrased 

as concepts. In order to consider a part of a theory as a concept it need to 

consist of constituent elements and it can't be touched. Theory lined the 

interrelationship between at least two concepts due to if-then logic 

From the previous example we have two concepts. First concept is 

inequality and the 2
nd

 concept is crime  



Theory doesn't always need to be concept based because sometimes it can 

be practitioner based .Ex: ''school teacher know that children tend to be 

less focused on classroom the day after an extended holiday break '' 

There are no concepts in this theory but it fulfils the four properties of 

theory    

Constructing a theory: life learning  

Constructing a theory is the researcher response to the question '' what did 

you learn?''  What we offer in a theory might be: 

 Something we learned about the participants  

 Something that the participants learned about themselves  

 What the researcher learned from analysing or reflecting the data  

 

There are certain well known sentences that people used in social settings 

called proverbs (أمثال شعبية) these are not theories in the social science 

sense but they are similar to theories in the way we construct them 

 

Condensing large amounts of data   

Theories are elegant but the data that explains those theories are not, so 

condensation of the data aims to focus exclusively on the data on the 

emerging topic of the theory. It's done by looking for unique parts of the 

data that seems to best represent an experience of a phenomenon  

Methods used in condensation of data:- 

 Codes and coding: - codes are text-based symbols of meaning. 

They condense large portions of data into rich essences. Since 

theories are concepts based researchers need to select codes and 

phrase that are more conceptually based 

 Found Poetry  

 Categories  

 Themes  

 Propositions  

 

 

 

 

 



Understanding social process of human action reaction and 

interactions  

This is done through the following:- 

 Assertions :- positive statements or declaration ,often without 

support or reason  

 Vignettes :- an illustrative paragraph derived from the data to 

supplement a theory's abstraction with a more concrete life story 

 Diagrammatic displays: - some theories and there accompanying 

narratives can be complex .A diagram can help the researcher and 

the reader to grasp and understand the embedded story of a theory. 

this is done through graphics , arrows and clicks  

 

Interpreting the routines, rituals, rules, roles and relationships of 

social life  

Analytic meta-memos:-Analytic meta-memos can serve as first and 

revised drafts of theories in progress. They are personal sites of 

conversation that help synthesize all the observations made thus far about 

the phenomenon. Meta-memos bring together different facets of the 

research study for reflection on how everything fits together  

 

 

CAQDAS: 

Is an acronym for Computer Assisted Qualitative Data Analysis Software. 

It’s a software that helps you in data analysis; it stores, organizes, 

manages, and reconfigures data to enable human analytic reflection. 

Note1: this software doesn't code the data as this job is a responsibility  

for the researcher. 

Note2: there are several packages (different programs: ATLAS, 

INTERACT, Answer…….etc) of this software each with a different 
features, the choice of the program depends on your own preference and 

financial resources.  

 

 

 



Credibility (المصداقية) and Trustworthiness: 

Credibility: refers to the audience's belief that the way a researcher 

conducted the study have generated findings that make sense, and 

persuade the audience that an effective or trustworthy job was done./// It 

is reached by convincing the readers that you worked very hard. 

 Credibility: is a quality of being trusted and believed in, it is also a way 

to get trustworthiness. (Google) 

Note: the terms reliability and validity are inapplicable in qualitative 

research so instead we use four perspectives that address soundness of 

text which are: credibility, transferability, dependability, and 

confirmability. 

Note: trustworthiness consists of these four perspectives, mentioned 

above (google). 

How to achieve and establish trustworthiness through credibility? 

1- Ensure that the initial research design was carefully conceived and 

implemented.  

2- Data collection methods chosen and the data themselves should 

harmonize with elements such as the research question and 

methodology selected. 

(Ex: re-interviewing a participant) 

Note:  if anything went wrong, the researcher has confessed it 

rather than try to cover it up  

3- Data analysis should permit the reader to informally audit the 

work.  

(The researcher should present enough info. To enable the reader to 

learn how the analyst got to certain categories, themes, and 

theories. ) 

 

** There is a summary of some analytic principles, methods, 

and descriptions of ch9 and ch 10 at the end of this chapter(10).  
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